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by La Rocheile and Rochefort.   The most important part of the
whole system is that between Paris and the great port of Havre.
The Chemin defer Paris-Orleans connects these two towns. Thee,
main line then follows the Loire as far as Tours, where it divides,
one branch continuing1 along the river to Nantes and St. Nazaire,
and the other striking south by Poitiers to Bordeaux. Another
line over difficult country connects Orleans with Toulouse. The
Paris-Orleans railway brings the basin of Paris into communication
with the Atlantic ports, and by means of the Chemin defer du Midi
offers a choice pf routes to Spain. This railway begins at Bordeaux.
One line runs by Bayonne to the Spanish frontier, while another
goes by Toulouse and the depression of Naurouse to Narbonne,
whence there are lines to Cette and by Perpignan into Spain. From
Pau, on another branch a line runs south by the Sornport tunnel
into Spain.
The Chemin de fer Pans-Lyon-Mediterranee has the greatest
mileage of any of the French systems. Its most important line
runs from Paris by Lyons to Marseilles, foHowing the valleys of
the Seine, the Yonne, the Saone, and the Rhone. From this line
there breaks off at Dijon a branch which strikes across the Jura to
Vallorbe by the Mont dJOr tunnel and connects with the Swiss
railways. At Macon another important line diverges, and after
following the valleys of the Isere and the Arc passes through the
Mont Cenis tunnel into Italy. From Marseilles ther,e>is a line along
the coast into Italy. The traffic on the main line of the P.L.M.
is very important, for not only does it bring the Paris basin into
communication with the Mediterranean, but along it there also
passes much of the traffic with Switzerland and Italy. Another
branch of this railway runs from Paris to Nimes and Cette by the
valleys of the Loire and the Allier, but the route is a difficult one,
and there are many obstacles to overcome.
One line of the Chemin defer de I'Est follows the Marne to Epernay,
crosses by Reims to the valley of the Meuse, and follows it to the
Belgian frontier on the way to Namur; a second line leaves the
first at Epemay, continues up the Marne to Vitry, and then goes
by Nancy to the borders of Alsace at the Gap of Saverne, while a
third, going from Paris by Troyes and Chaumont, turns the southern
extremity of the Vosges at the Gap of Belfort and likewise arrives
on the borders of Alsace, These two lines are linked up with